
Govt experts meet to improve pesticide management 

Rural people’s difficulty in accessing information and the lack of 

coordination between government levels and agencies were identified as 

reasons for continuing pesticide misuse, according to a leading official. 

Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, Mr Bounkhouang 

Khambounheuang made the remarks at a workshop in Vientiane recently 

regarding the New Prime Ministerial Decree on Pesticide Management 

(PDPM).  

The meeting heard that Laos needs to increase the knowledge of its 

pesticide experts as well as improve coordination among related centres 

operating in the agriculture sector in order to see improved results in the 

field. 

“I think the sharing of knowledge and experiences on pests and pesticide 

management is vital along with discussing priorities for strengthening pest 

and pesticide management in the country, including the possibility of 

continued UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and other 

development partner assistance,” Mr Bounkhouang said. 

Cooperation was also needed to assist with farmer field school, for scaling 

out agro ecology-based management of crop pests and diseases and to 

eliminate the indiscriminate use of agrochemicals in crop production, he 

added. 

This is important for the development of a more sustainable agricultural 

sector in service of the provision of safe food for urban consumers and 

improved health, environment, and rural livelihoods. He noted the 

management of pesticides in Laos has now been placed in a broader 

context and this has been achieved thanks to the collaboration of relevant 

government sectors, notably relevant departments within the Ministries of 

Agriculture and Forestry, Public Health, Natural Resources and 

Environment, Industry and Commerce, Public Security, and Ministry of 

Justice and the Department of Legislation.  

According to the World Health Organisation, pesticides are chemical 



compounds that are used to kill pests, including insects, rodents, fungi and 

unwanted plants (weeds). Pesticides are used in public health to kill 

vectors of disease, such as mosquitoes, and in agriculture, to kill pests that 

damage crops. By their nature, pesticides are potentially toxic to other 

organisms, including humans, and need to be used safely and disposed of 

properly. 
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